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BRITISH COLUMBIA YOUNG LIBERALS, POSITION ON SEX WORK AS OF 2013

In 2013, the British Columbia Young Liberals passed a resolution:

“Protecting the Rights of Sex Trade Workers” demanding that the Liberal Party introduce 
a bill to permit “sex trade workers” to “secure all materials and spaces required to run 
a safe and successful business.” The resolution was adopted by the federal party’s B.C. 
branch so that it could be debated in the February 2014 policy convention. When asked 
about the resolution in January, Liberal leader Justin Trudeau expressed reservations, 
stating that “we need to make sure that we are finding a way to keep vulnerable Canadians 
protected from violence that surrounds prostitution but also is intrinsic to prostitution.” 
The resolution was withdrawn before the convention to amend it to realities. For more 
see: http://www.theinterim.com/issues/marriage-family/political-parties-positions-
prostitution/#sthash.2BtFELvd.dpuf

QUÉBEC SOLIDAIRE (PROVINCIAL PARTY IN QUEBEC), MAY 2015. 

Dignity and respect of prostitutes/sex workers

Q uébec Solidaire: a) recognizes that prostitution / sex work is in several respects a 
social problem; b) considers that the search for solutions must be done in a non-

partisan environment; c) intends to establish the favourable conditions for obtaining a social 
consensus on the measures to be introduced in this area; d) participates actively in seeking 
consensus on the basis of its progressive and feminist values.

Québec Solidaire will ensure that all measures, legislative or otherwise, designed to 
regulate prostitution/sex work, prioritize the human rights of prostitutes/sex workers (which is 
to life, safety, dignity, and freedom) and ensure the consequences of these measures are not 
human rights violations. 
Regarding such rights, we must: 

a) recognize and support prostitutes / sex workers and workers as the main actors of social, 
political, and legislative change that concerns them;

b) decriminalize prostitutes and sex workers, as well as third parties who play a security role, 
and denounce all forms of harassment and profiling by police services;

c) fight in order to eliminate violence, exploitation (in particular by pimps) and the lack of 
full consent that may be present in prostitution/sex work; 

d) establish and promote social support and economic alternatives to entry into 
prostitution/sex work as well as for people who wish to leave; 

e) raise awareness and educate people, and men in particular, on: i. the stigma that 
prostitutes/sex workers live with; ii. the risk of violence against these people and the 
harassment they may suffer; iii. the risk of violence and harassment against others who 
are not prostitutes/sex workers, for example, women who are approached for sexual 
services on the streets of some neighbourhoods; 

f) encourage and support initiatives to establish harmonious coexistence between 
prostitutes/sex workers and citizens residing in the neighbourhoods where these 
activities take place; 

g) promote action research on the situation for prostitutes/sex workers;
h) support for prostitutes/sex workers who want to organize and define their needs.
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b) Making links with other issues

I t’s important to make links with other issues, particularly as sex work will not be an election 
issue in 2015. This is a good opportunity to not force parties to take a position on things 

if they aren’t ready, but to demonstrate the current way law and order agendas are playing 
out and how law and order agendas move through many of the bills put forward by current 
government. This is particularly a good way to demonstrate how the current government is 
not respecting the health and Human Rights of Canadians.

For example in 2014 and 2015 the Supreme Court of Canada ruled on many other Human 
Rights issues, besides striking down three of Canada’s major prostitution provisions in Bedford. 
In addition, there are other Human Rights issues that are currently on the political table because 
of Bills that the Conservative government is trying to push through parliament. Some of these 
Human Rights issues demonstrate or lend insight into party views on Human Rights in general. 
Study and research those views and talk with party members about all of these important 
Human Rights issues. They intersect with each other and represent party perspectives.

These are some examples of Human Rights issues that have come before both the 
Supreme Court of Canada and parliament. Making links with these issues demonstrates the 
importance of Human Rights issues and the role of law and order agendas for marginalized 
communities. They also demonstrate the impact of law and order agendas and how they 
intersect with the Human Rights of communities.
 
CREATE LINKS WITH OTHER BILLS: 

• “Trans Rights Bill”. An Act to amend the Canadian Human Rights Act and the Criminal Code 
(Gender Identity): Bill C279: https://openparliament.ca/bills/41-1/C-279/

• Zero Tolerance for Barbaric and Cultural Practices Act: Bill S7  
http://openparliament.cabills/41-2/S-7/

• “Supervised Injection Sites Bill”: An Act to Amend the Controlled Drug and Substances Act. 
Bill C-2. http://openparliament.ca/bills/41-2/C-2/

• The Carter v. Canada Supreme Court decision on the “Right to die with dignity” struck down 
Section 241 of the Criminal Code that made it illegal for people to aid or abet a person 
committing suicide. Like Bedford, the Supreme Court gave parliament one year to respond. 
Government is likely to create legislation and this will be a hot issue with the next ruling 
government. https://scc-csc.lexum.com/scc-csc/scc-csc/en/item/14637/index.do

• Anti-Terrorism Act. Bill C-51. http://openparliament.ca/bills/41-2/C-51/

c) Things to keep in mind when talking about sex work to MPs

 1 How does the issue fit their world view/framework—philosophical and political? Tailor 
your message and strategy to fit what you know about their general positioning. E.g., are 
they generally against government interference in people’s lives? Do they have a business 
perspective? Do they talk about Rights/equality/marginalized groups/feminism frequently?

 2 How does the issue fit the facts, as they know them? Either work within those facts or, if 
possible, present new facts. However, they must trust the source of these new facts if they 
are going to believe them—and the source must compare favourably with the source of the 
old facts. Don’t discount your first-hand experience just because it’s not a published study. 
You’re a primary resource.
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 3 How does the issue fit with their electoral riding/constituent group? There is always a political 
consideration. Someone could be personally pro-choice but represent a riding with a strong 
anti-choice (“pro-life”) presence. Show how it fits their electoral riding/constituent base. 
Produce surveys, polls. What’s right for their constituents? Getting an opinion leader from 
their riding is a great tactic—local high school principal, head of a business association, etc.

 4 How does the issue fit with his/her own ambition? How will the position they take on this 
issue impact where they want to be/go with their political (or other) career and how they 
want to get there? E.g., someone who wants to position themselves or who identifies as 
a maverick/indie relative to their party might want to take a bolder or even oppositional 
position to their party; or someone who is interested in running for party leadership might 
be more likely to avoid controversial or divisive issues, or change their former position to be 
mainstream, etc.

 5 How does the issue fit with what their colleagues are thinking/doing? Affinity is often a big 
decider. They want to be doing what like-minded colleagues are doing.

 6 How does the issue fit with what elite persuaders/opinion drivers are saying? What do other 
people they know and/or trust say about this? Especially those perceived to have certain 
political/moral/social standing. 

 7 How does the issue fit with their past voting/position/campaign promise record? They value 
consistency for political and rational reasons. This can be specific to the issue at hand or 
more general in regards to similar issues or types of issues. When sex work is such a central 
political issue at times, some legislators will have a position on this and have made it public, 
so they are unlikely to shift their (public) stance, at least not in a significant way. But they 
might be persuaded to take a softer position on a small, well-defined issue, especially if it 
meshes with some of their other known positions. 

 8 How does the issue fit with personal experience (as they perceive it)? Their personal 
experiences and those of the people close to them can have a huge impact.

 9 How does the issue fit with the bigger political context? E.g., not voting a certain way if it will 
bring down the government, or if they have agreed to vote a certain way in exchange for a 
colleague’s vote on another issue.

 10  Who’s been informing their perspective so far? Are they in close touch with anti-sex work 
organizations? Or are they close to grassroots community groups that support our positions?

 11  How do you make your perspective seem rational to them? Be a good, active listener. What 
are they really saying? If you understand that, you can find a way to work with it. Create the 
conditions in which the decision to support you is the rational one. Make voting with you the 
easiest path for the candidate.

 12 Provide them with statistics and research to help them understand our issue.

 13 Be clear in your demands from them—provide short and long term goals while explaining 
how their support will benefit them in the long run.
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4 Taking Action in 
an Election Year: 
Create Advocacy 

Opportunities!
a) Drawing attention to your community’s needs

 ✔ Make our issue a conversation while taking regional differences into consideration—what 
matters in Toronto won’t matter in Kelowna etc., issues are not likely to resonate in rural 
Canada as much as in DTES (Vancouver). For example, the Bedford case gave a much-
needed visibility to the needs of people currently working in the sex industry, and sex work 
became part of the national conversation. Feed on the momentum and continue to make our 
national issue a local issue.

 ✔ Go to debates amongst candidates; make use of the opportunities to ask questions. Being 
there, involved in the process, you can get up and ask questions about where they stand on 
our issues, to highlight that the issue is important and gather info on what candidates are 
thinking.

 ✔ Volunteer on a candidate’s campaign. It’s a good way to learn and to be heard.

 ✔ Develop relationships with all local candidates: Talk to and educate ALL the candidates, not 
just the incumbent MPs. You can do this by calling or emailing the campaign office to ask for 
a meeting or by walking into the campaign office and asking to speak with them. 

 ✔ Find champions: Anyone from local city councilors, local celebrities/media personalities, and 
heads of organizations, whoever is a recognizable Canadian, locally, provincially. Who are 
people who have “louder” voices that people are going to listen to, that they can use to get 
people to listen to our issues? If we work in lock step with those who get more mention in the 
media, our issues will also get more mention in the media.

 ✔ Mobilize your community and demonstrate to politicians that you are organized! You may be 
the important sway vote that will influence the results of an election, particularly when the 
margin of win between candidates is so slim. 

 ✔ Ask politicians if they need your help drafting policy around sex work. Often parties will be 
open to this, as they know very little about the issue. All they have to do is sign on!
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b) Writing Legislative Letters

 ✔ Make sure you address your letter with the appropriate salutation (e.g., Honorable, Mayor, etc.)

 ✔ Write a distinct letter for each party, even if the demands are the same. Every party has its 
own language so justification and reasoning for your demand may be different.

 ✔ Research the party policy in advance so that you know where the party interests lie. For 
example, are they concerned about a free market or freedom of sexuality? Protecting the 
“vulnerable”? Relate your demands to the party’s interests. Demonstrate to them where their 
fundamental values or positions are in line with your demands, and that anything contrary 
demonstrates a contradiction in their politic.

 ✔ Identify clear short and long terms goals and demands for policy around sex work. Try 
to make short-term goals measurable and achievable so that you can monitor the party’s 
progress and how they support you.

 ✔ Use statistics and research in your letter to support what you are saying.

 ✔ Follow up after sending your letter and arrange a meeting.

 
 
Action Example: Letter to Prime Minister of Canada: 

http://www.aidslaw.ca/site/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/PM_jt-ltr_C36-7Jul2014.pdf

 
 
 
Action Example: Letter from the legal community to Ontario Premier and Attorney General 
re: Protection of Communities and Exploited Persons Act:  
 
http://www.aidslaw.ca/site/wp-content/uploads/2014/12/Letter-from-legal-profession-to-Ont-
Premier-and-AG_final-DEC17.pdf 
 
 

Action Example: The Street Nurses’ Network wrote to their Mayor of Toronto John Tory to 
oppose new laws after they were enacted in December:  
 
http://twitdoc.com/view.asp?id=167484&sid=3L8C&ext=PDF&lcl=SNN-C-36.pdf&usr=EmmaFF
erguson&doc=249987043&key=key-aVIdmvf5ouCWlvj5nDPK 
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1 

Sex Workers, Organizations and Individuals Advocating for Sex Workers’ Rights and Community Well-Being 
Travailleuses(rs) du Sexe, Organismes, et Individus pour les droits des Travailleuses(rs) du sexe et Bien-être de la Communauté 

www.sexworklawreform.com 
 contact@sexworklawreform.com 

 
MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT/CANDIDATE NAME 
RIDING NAME 
ADDRESS 
CITY/PROVINCE 
EMAIL ADDRESS 

Dear MINISTER/MP/CANDIDATE, 

I am contacting you as a constituent to discuss ISSUE as it is of great importance to me and my ASSOCIATION 
NAME (if applicable).  

(if applicable) As you may know, ASSOCIATION NAME advocates for……. 

We were deeply concerned over the new prostitution laws (Bill C-36) and their implications on the local sex 
work community and constituents within this riding.  

We are contacting you today to ask that……. 

Specifically, our organization is looking for you to do the following: 

1) …
2) …
3) …

I would like to emphasize that C-36 does not address the goal of…. 

In fact, it does the following…. 

In our experience to date with local police, authorities etc…. 

We hope to hear directly from you about your position on this and what you hope to do should you be elected/
re-elected as our Member of Parliament.  

We would also like to invite you to visit us, have a phone conversation, or a meeting at your office to engage in a 
broader discussion around OUTLINE ISSUES.  

Should you have any immediate questions, please contact us HERE. 

On behalf of ASSOCIATION, we wish you the best of luck in the upcoming election. 

NAME 
ASSOCIATION 

This is what a sample letter may look like
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